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How hard is the Condition of our Sex? 

In all the dear, delightful Days of Youth, 

A rigid Father diates to our Wills, 

And deals out Pleafure with a feanty Hand. 

To his the Tyrant Husband’s Reign jucceeds. 

Proud with Opinion of fuperior Reafon, 

He holds domeftick Bufine/s and Devotion 

All we are capable of knowing, and fouts us, 

Like cloyfter’d Idiots, from the World’s Acquaintance. 
Rowe. 













Pe Y Defign, in this Paper, being to do 
Pp feet ce. Jultice to Perfons of all Conditions and 
4) @Y of ‘either Sex ; I cannot any longer poft- 

. Fick pone the following Letter from a /oyal 
Reys | 


, 





1 Female Corre/pondent, in Defence of the 

moft amiable Part of the Creation; ef- 
pecially, fince the Arguments, alledged in their Behalf, 
are very plaufible, if not convincing; and my fair 
Readers may depend on it, that I ftill retain too ftrong 
a Senfe of the Pleafure, which I have formerly taken in 
their Converfation, to refufe them any Favour in my 
Power; at leaft fo reafonable a Requeft as is now 
made to me ; for according to the Poet, 





Old as I am, for Ladies Sport unfit, 

The Power of Beauty I remember yet, 

Which once inflam'’d my Love, and fiill infpires 
my Wit. 
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™% CALEB D'ANVERS, Ef 


Venerable Sir, 


Have, fora long Time, been a filent Obferver of 
the infolent Superiority, which your Sex has af- 
fumed over ours ; and of the many pretended Advan- 
tages, which they boaft of on their Side. They look 
upon us, for the moft Part, as trifling Amufements and 
pretty Playthings to toy away an Hour with ; to di- 
vert the Spleen ;or foften the Fatigues of ordinary 
Bufinefs. They allow us at beft to be good domeftick 
Drudges only, fit to manage the Affairs of a Family; 
and excufe Themfelves to their fneering Companions, 
for mating with fuch poor fimple Creatures, by faying 
with a fupercilious Air, that we are neceffary Evils. 
In fhort they treat us, as if we were of another Spe- 
cies, as well as of another Sex; and as if there was 
as much Difference between them and us, as be- 
tween the rational and irrational Part of the Creation. 
Nay, fome of the old felf-fufficient Phdofophers of 
your Sex (for I will not allow that there are no 
Female Philofophers) have carried the Point fo far as 
to maintain that Women have no Souls.--Poor Wretches ! 
I laugh at their Folly, as much/as I defpife their Ar- 
rogance ; and as wife as they might think themfelves, 
I could eafily expofe the Abfurdity of excluding us 
from all the Concerns: of the Commonwealth. 

Indeed too many, even among us, through Cu. 
ftom, Education and early Impreffions given them in 
their Childhood, look upon themfelves in the fame 
Light. They have been bred up in this Opinion ; 
and being contented, either through Indolence or 
want of Thought, with the humble Station, which 
is allotted them, jog on in their low Sphere, with- 
out any Ambition, and really imagine themfelves an 
inferior Sort of Beings to Mankind; poffefled with 
meaner 
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meaner Capacities and more confin’d Underftand- 
ings——But I, Sir, having ftrictly examined this Af- 
fair, am refolved to let you and all the World know 
(if you dare to publifh this Letter) that we not only 
have Souls, but Souls as large and comprehenfive, as 
capable of Improvement and of performing great Ac- 
tions, as any of you all. 

Were it only the pretty Tzpe Sparks and fine Dref- 
fers of the Age, who care(s’d themfelves with this 
Notion, I fhould not think it worth my while to 
animadvert upon them; for even the weakeft of our 
weak Sex (as they delight to call us) is more than 
a Match for the wifeft of them. We lead them by 
the Nofe, and make what Dupes and Bxbé/es of them 
we pleafe, at the fame Time that they defpife us. 
But what provokes me thus, is to find that feveral 
of the beft Writers of your Sex have the fame def- 
picable Opinion of us; one of whom fays, that the 
utmoft of a Woman's Chara&er is contained in a@ 
domeftick Life. Ideny This with both my Hands, . 
and will prove it to be falfe; but cannot, by the 
Way, help obferving that, provided it were true, it 
does not become Gentlemen of fo much Honour and 
good Nature (as They love tobe thought) to be al- 
ways infulting their Inferiors with Boafts of their Pre- 
heminence ; and continually fhewing their Wit upon 
us filly Women, who are in all Refpeéts fo much be- 
neath them. Methinks this conftant Endeavour to 
detraét from us, looks like a tacit Confeffion that They 
do not in their Hearts believe there is fo wide a Dif- 
ference between us, as they pretend. 

You fay, that ‘in Philofophy, Mathematicks and all 
Points of abftrufe Learning, the Advantage is mani- 
feftly on your Side. I grant it 5 but it does not fol- 
low that you have better Capacities than we to attain 
thefe Arts, provided ours were equally cultivated and 
improved. We are not brought up to Literatures 
and yet fome of us, by our own Application, oon 

made 
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made a confiderable Figure in it; whereas how many 
of thofe vait Numbers of your Sex, who are kept 
feven or eight Years at School, and as many at the 
Univerfity, and have no Pains nor Expence {pared 
for the Embellifhment of your Minds; how many 
of you, I fay, are there, who, after all This, know 
nothing farther than the bare Names of fome parti- 
cular Sciences and the Titles of a few common 
Books ? 

To upbraid us therefore with your Superiority in 
Learning is juftas reafonable, as if one of us fhould 
pretend to be a greater Genius than Sir J/aac Newton, 
becaufe fhe underftands Lace and Silks better. 

In domefiick Affairs, 1 think you grant us the 
Precedence. You allow that we are very good Pa/fry- 
Cooks ; that we are perfeétly acquainted with the 
Mechanifm of a Pudding, or the Stru€ture of a Pye + 
that we can make Fel/ies or whipt Cream, and ma- 
nage a fet Dinmer with great Order and Dexterity. 
Why even This, as trifling as it may fcem, is more 
than half the Men in Eng/and can do. But is This 
all the Bufinefs of a good fema/e Oeconomift ? Nos 
how many Women could I mention, who have, 
by their wife Conduét and domeftick Policy, re- 
triev’d the diftrefs'd Affairs of their Spendthriit Huf- 
bands ; fnatch’d them from the very Gates of a Pri- 
fon; and refcued them from the laft Extremities of 
Hunger and Infamy ? Does not This fhew fome Wif- 
dom ? Does it not bear fome Refemblance to redeem- 
ing the Mifcarriages of a weak Government, and fet- 
tling the Diforders of a convuls’d State ? 

Yet fuch is the Ingratitude of Mankind; and fo 
jealous are you leit we fhould come in Competition 
with you for Conduét and good Senfe ; that when- 
ever any Woman, for the Sake of her Husband and 
Family, takes upon herfelf the Adminiftration of Af- 
fairs, fhe is immediately branded by her Neighbours 
with the Charaéter of a She-Tyrant s and the good 
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Man is call’d Hen-peck’d ; as if a Woman could not 
be prudent and difcrect, without being a Termagant 
and a Vixon. From hence comes that witty Saying, 
the grey Mare is the better Horfe; and that oppro- 
brions Imputation of wearing the Breeches ; which 
can imply no more than that a wife Woman is ob- 
liged to fupply the Place of a frslifb Husband. 

[ have hitherto fpoken of Women only in a pri- 
vate Chara@er. The principal Objeétion is to be 
anfwered ftill; which is, that they are unequal to 
publick Bufinefs, and incapable of managing the great 
Concerns of Government and War. 

Now, if I hada Mind to be {mart upon the fine 
Gentlemen of the Town, and railly them upon their 
Negotiations with our Sex ; I believe I could puzzle 
them a little with fome Queftions, that I could put 
to them, concerning the Subtlety, Penetration, For- 
titude and Refolution of fomé Dames, whom they 
have met with. I could ask them whether they 
think it impoffible for 2 Woman to be tam Marte 
quam Mercurin, (there’s Latin for you) and whether 
they never heard of fome buxome Lafles, who have 
been lately difcovered in our Armies, after having 
ferved with the utmoft Gallantry in fevera] Cam- 
paigns; but left I fhould i=cur the Cenfure, which 
is generally pafled upon us Women, of being im- 
pertinent upon all Occafions, and turning {erious 
Things into Ridicule, I fhall carefully avoid every 
Thing of that Nature, and maintain a due Diftinc- 
tion between the Terms of a Tea-Table and the 
Reafonings of a folid Lucubration. 

I will not infit upon the Exploits of Camilla, 
Thaleftris, and divers Amazonian Ladies, whom we 
read of ; becaufe, perhaps, you will rejeét them asfabu- 
lous. Neither will I mention any other Heroines of 
remote Antiquity, however well attefted, either of 
our own or foreign Countries; becaufe it will be in- 
confiftent with the Concifenels of a Letter, and I have 

Initances 
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Inftances nearer at Hand, fufficient for my prefent 
Purpofe. 

To begin no higher than Q. Elizabeth of ever glori- 
ous Memory ; when was the Britifo Name,both in Peace 
and War,bothat home and abroad, carried toa greater 
height than in the Reign of that immortal Princefs ? 
Did the not in Perfon advance againit the invincible Ar- 
mada, with which fhe was threatened from Spain ; and 
were not all Affairs of State conduéted with as much 
found Policy in her Reign as in any we read of either 
before or fince; not excepting even our late géorious 
Treaties and wonderful Negotiations ?--Do not fay that it 
was owing to her choice of wife Miniffers ; for That 
may be equally objected againft any Prince whatfoever. 
Befides, it is a certain Sign of Wi/dom to make fuch a 
wife Choice; and I will defy you to inftance any eeak 
Prince, who for fo many Years together always had 
the Happine’s to blunder upon fuch able Politicians. 

Perhaps it may be expeéted that I fhould not, in 
this Place, omit to mention the late Queen Anne 3 in 
whofe aufpicious Reign the Briti/> Arms and Name 
were carried to fo great an height ; efpecially during 
the firft nine glorious Years of her Government; and 
I cannot help obferving, even concerning the Jatter 
pacifick Part of her Life, notwithitanding our zealous 
Party-Difputes about it, that thofe Perjons, who had 
the Conduét of her Counfels or approved of their Mea- 
fures, feem to have no Reafon, at prefent, to be afhamed 
cither of their Politicks or their Fudgment. 

But what will farther inforce this Argament, is the 
noble Magnanimity and princely Wifdom, with which 
‘the pre ent Emprefs of Russia has begun her Reign. 
She advanced herfelf to that high Station, which fhe 
adorns, by the fole Merit of her extraordinary Vir- 
tues; and we are told, with as much Certainty as 
fuch Matters can be communicated to us, that the late 
Czar, her Husband, had fo great a Veneration for 
her Judgment, that he confulted her in all _— 

ecret 
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fecret and important Defigns. Indeed the Dexterity 
and Addrefs, which fhe has already difcovered in the 
Management of publick Affairs, render it not at all in- 
credible ; and if fhe fhould maintain the Government 
of that unwieldly Empire with the fame Tranquillity 
and Succefs, which fhe has hitherto done, I fhall not 
doubt the Truth of what we have been told; and E 
hope our Enemies in France (I mean the Enemies 
of our Sex) will allow that there is no Occafion for a 
Saligue Law. 

I fhould be ungrateful to my own Country, if 
I did not, in this Place, take Notice of a Princess, 
adorned with the unfpotted Virtue of the two firf,and 
with the great Abilities and Wifdom of them all; a 
Princefs, who hath diftinguifhed herfelf in a remark- 
able Manner for the Prote/fant Religion, not only as 
fhe is perfectly acquainted with the moft intricate 
Points of Divinity (which appears by the Papers be- 
tween the late famous Mr. Leibnitz and the learned 
Dr. Clarke) but as the alfo refufed one of the greateft 
Titles of this World, rather than comply with Popifo 
Superftition. I will only add, that Providence has re- 
warded her in a manner, worthy of fuch a pious Re- 
folution, by her near Alliance to one of the greateft 
Monarchies in Europe; and by having it entailed, in 
the fulleft Manner, upon: her illuftrious Pofterity for 
ever. 

I hope you will not be fo partial to your own Sex as 
to refule to do Jultice to the whole Body of Woman- 
kind, by inferting this Letter, from 


SIR, 
Your conftant Reader, 


4. N. BRITANNICA. 
Friday, 








